Attractiveness of lactating females' breast odors to neonates.
A series of experiments investigated the responses of human infants to olfactory cues produced by lactating females. 2-week-old bottle-feeding girls oriented preferentially to the breast odor (odorized pad) of a nursing woman when paired with such odors from either a nonparturient female or axillary odors from the same lactating female. Responses to axillary odor from a lactating female did not differ from those to a clean (nonodorized) pad. These data indicate that breast odors from lactating females are especially attractive to female infants who are unfamiliar with the stimulus woman and who have had no prior breast-feeding experience.